
p. 113: Many churches worldwide are now built on the model of a stadium utilizing immense
projection screens. Such a setting is thought to be familiar, and thus comfortable, for newcomers.

Suggestions, pp. 116–17

4. The Mar Thoma Church of India has been suggested since it eludes all standard categories of
Christian branch and denomination.

7. Flannery O’Connor (1925–1964) is famous for two novels and many short stories that feature
southern characters usually called grotesques. A devout Roman Catholic, O’Connor believed that literature
needed to present exaggerated characters and situations in order to convey religious themes to
contemporary readers. Obadiah means “servant of Yahweh”; Elihue means “My God is he.” Parker’s tattoo
is a classic Orthodox icon of Christ. His wife is a Protestant who believes that any pictures of God are
idolatrous. Discussion of the short story can focus on the craziness of O’Connor’s characters, the religious
overtones of their dialogue, and the differences between the Methodist, Orthodox, and Calvinist religious
views.

8. In James Agee’s (1909–1955) 1951 novella The Morning Watch, an adolescent boy who attends an
Anglo-Catholic boys’ boarding school in Tennessee reflects on the sufferings of Christ, his own desire to
be saintly, the loss of his father, and his status among his classmates as he participates in a prayer vigil
on the night between Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Students may be able to comment on Richard’s
denominational experience and on Agee’s references to the Bible, God, Christology, and spirituality.

9. The 2006 Russian film Ostrov, in English The Island, will introduce what is probably to many
students a wholly alien spirituality, that of admiration for the Orthodox starets. Anatoly thinks that, ordered
by the Nazis, he had committed murder, and in penance he lives as a crazed holy hermit somewhat
connected to an Orthodox monastery. Discussion of the film can focus both on the Orthodox rituals of
liturgy and prayer, which constitute much of the audio of the film, and on the believed spiritual powers of
the starets.

6. How do Christians worship?

Crucifix, p. 119

The Torslunde image was painted in 1561 for a Danish church’s altar, but now is displayed in
the National Museum of Denmark. One minister is baptizing an infant, one is preaching, and two are
communing worshipers. The clergy are wearing different garb, thus suggesting the freedom the Danish
church gave to vestments after the Reformation.

Quotes and Images

p. 120: Catherine Bell exemplified the postmodern approach to ritual studies, in stressing the diversity
of meaning of even authorized religious ritual. Bell asserted that all ritual demonstrates power relationships,
and in Christian ritual, the greatest power in the ritual is afforded to God.
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p. 121: Rev. E. D. Neill (1823–1893) reported in the nineteenth century that the rector of the
Philadelphia Anglican/Episcopal church tried unsuccessfully to pressure George Washington to commune.
Many Deists attended worship to hear the sermon, but did not commune.

p. 122: Peter W. Marty is a Lutheran pastor and journalist.
p. 122: Anne Lamott (b. 1954) is a political activist and author of nonfiction and fiction whose

colloquial and comic tone makes her treatments of her Christian faith unconventional.
p. 125: Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Roman Catholic Church in Albuquerque, New Mexico, a

parish of the Premonstratensian order, has a central altar, an immersion font, minimal art, and an entrance
walkway lined with small statues of the saints.

p. 126: For Watterson, see comment on p. 39. The idea of worship, of course, is to achieve a higher
consciousness.

p. 128: Communion in this church is typical of some churches: the worshipers kneel before the altar
to commune. Other common methods include standing around the altar, lining up in a cue, or receiving the
bread and wine in the pew.

p. 129: Justin, martyred in 165, was a layman who wrote to the Roman Emperor this the earliest extant
description of Christian Sunday worship. It has been much quoted in the last century by liturgical reformers.
Students can be asked to see the similarity between what Justin describes and what many churches practice
today.

p. 130: One of the best known of all Christian songs, “Amazing Grace” was written by John Newton
(1725–1807), first a master of a slave-trading ship, and later an Anglican priest who worked among the
poor. He joined with William Wilberforce to abolish Britain’s slave trade: note the film suggestion for
chapter 9.

p. 131: Some churches continue to perform baptisms in running water. Some clergy liken their chosen
river to the Jordan River, in which Jesus was baptized.

p. 132: Nora Gallagher is an American Episcopalian who writes in memorable prose about her
religious faith.

p. 133: This calendar of festivals and seasons is common in Western churches, and some
denominations that previously did not keep such a calendar recently introduced some of it.

p. 134: Some localities with a majority Hispanic population continue the Holy Week processions
called Semana Santa. Organizations of men or women, wearing robes, carry on their shoulders on the city
streets, which are sometimes carpeted with flower designs, immense platforms on which are life-sized
scenes from the passion of Christ. At least in some countries, the processions are so religiously significant
that the Easter services diminish in importance.

p. 138: Musicians are aware of the genre of the concert mass, which generally follows the five musical
pieces of a medieval Roman Catholic mass.

Suggestions, p. 139

2. The best study of the snake-handlers is Dennis Covington’s Salvation on Sand Mountain: Snake
Handling and Redemption in Southern Appalachia (New York: Penguin Books, 1995).

6. Paul tells the Christian worshipers in Corinth that their fellowship at the meal must always be in
remembrance of the death of Christ and must avoid society’s distinctions between rich and poor.

7. The Armenian-American author and army veteran William Saroyan (1908–1981) published
“Resurrection of a Life” in 1935. In the story, the protagonist recalls the poverty of his childhood and his
selling newspapers in 1917 that celebrated the slaughter of 10,000 “Huns,” that is Germans, in World War
I. As he nears his own death, he recalls Bible readings from Sunday worship and the lines from thirty-three
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hymns that he would have sung in church, albeit without faith. Discussion of the story can focus on the
meaning of Saroyan’s title and the role that the rituals of worship can play, even for those who doubt.

8. The novel I Heard the Owl Call My Name (1967, 1973), written by Margaret Craven (1902–1980),
narrates a year in the lives of Kwakiutl villagers on the western coast of Canada. The First Nations people
faithfully attend all the worship conducted by the Anglican priest, while also continuing their traditional
storytelling and communal rituals. The priest is beloved by the villages in part because he does not object
to this dual ritual practice.

9. The 1989 film Romero is, as movies go, an accurate depiction of the ministry and eventual
assassination of Oscar Romero (1917–1980) as Roman Catholic archbishop of San Salvador during the
harshest period of the country’s political oppression. Named as archbishop because he appeared to be a
mild man who would rock no boats, he became a determined advocate of liberation theology and spoke
publicly and often for the rights of the poor and the end of violence. Discussion of the film can attend to the
film’s depictions of worship, as well as to the scene when the soldiers shoot up the tabernacle.

7. How did the church develop?

Crucifix, p. 141

The first three centuries of church saw no depictions of the crucifix, since it was such an article of
shame. After Constantine outlawed crucifixions, its brutality as a mode of execution was no longer faced in
society, and there began to be images of Christ’s crucifixion. The oldest one yet discovered is a small ivory
carving on a side of a box, perhaps from 425, now in the British Museum. Note that the carving includes
the hanging of Judas.

Quotes and Images

p. 142: Clifford Geertz (1926–2006) wrote about how vastly different are the symbol systems of the
world’s religions, some complex, others simple.

p. 143: Catherine Ferguson (1779–1854) exemplifies the Christians who dedicate their energies to
teaching the faith to the younger generation. An illiterate freed slave, she organized Sunday Schools, which
were originally schools that taught literacy and religion to poor children, who worked each weekday and
thus could attend school only on Sunday.

p. 144: This quotation by Pliny the Younger, a Roman governor, writing to Emperor Trajan in 112, is
often cited as the earliest description by an outsider of what Christians believed and how they worshiped.
Pliny dismisses the idea that Christians were cannibals.

p. 146: The box lists both the undisputed letters of Paul and those letters about which there is scholarly
and ecclesial disagreement. The ancient world did not consider a disciple writing under the name of the
teacher to be plagiarism.

p. 146: The goal of the Gideon International Society to provide Bibles to travelers is an example of the
Christian hope that all persons everywhere will have access to the Scriptures.

p. 147: Augustine’s description of the pears is one of the most famous passages in The Confessions.
His point is that sin in itself is attractive. Many contemporary persons are surprised that Augustine used
such a small prank to explain sin.
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